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Olbram Pavlíček studied in the former SUPERME-
DIA studio on the Academy of  Arts, Architecture 
and Design in Prague, where he then continued 
his studies in the painting studio under the su-
pervision of  Jiří Černický and Michal Novotný. Al-
ready during his studies, he developed a strong 
interest in ergonomics, exploring the various 
ways in which industrialized products shape hu-
man bodies, while also questioning the space for 
individual resistance in this almost inescapable 
process. 

His master’s thesis Korpsepunx, with which he 
graduated in 2020, consisted of  a series of  
sculptures inspired by the tension between the 
unquestioned ideals imprinted into everyday 
objects – from the heels of  shoes to furniture 
design – and the paradoxical arbitrariness and 
malle bility of  norms that influence them. This 
tension is expressed in most of  his sculptural ob-
jects, which both allure and threaten the viewer, 
combining soft surfaces with hard, sharpened 
metal; always inviting for an embrace that could 
become fatal. Olbram Pavlíček’s objects thus 
make tangible something endemic to our lives 
in early 21st Century – the almost sensible fact 
that our own bodies and minds are subject to a 
ceaseless re-designing process that we did not 
consciously initiate and which we have only small 
chance to control. Their delicate, all-too-familiar 
shapes force the viewer to realize the extent to 
which we ourselves, as individuals and collec-
tives, are open and changeable in the immedi-
ate perspective, while also pointing to extremely 
limited concept of  “humanity”, which becomes 
problematized as it grows ever more entangled 
into the diverse bio-technological systems sur-
rounding us.

The work of  Olbram Pavlíček follows these com-
plex systems of  biopower observable everywhere 
from a tram stop seating design to hormonal 
medication or plastic surgery. The sculptures of-
ten play with aesthetic and material qualities of  
industrially manufactured objects – they imitate 
optimized constructions and polished surfaces, 
working with such aspects as cushioning while 
integrating “colder” plastic or metal elements. By 
appropriating the design language of  consumer 
goods, they manage to capture, explore, and 
speculate on principles that subjugate human 
body of  late neurocapitalism, often through 

a close-knit universe of  extensions, prostheses 
and gadgets. This thematic line is developed 
even further by adding a layer of  hyperinformatic 
scrapes extracted from the shady corners of  con-
temporary internet culture. Functioning possibly 
both as graphic decorations and coded messag-
es, they appear on sculptural objects, extending 
the power network’s articulation from our bodies 
and cognition also to the sphere of  language, im-
ages and symbols, which nowadays seem to so 
easily lose their sense.

The already-mentioned contradiction of  soft and 
hard, familiar and uncanny or comfortable and 
threatening can also be found in the creative pro-
cess itself  – in the studio, the “consumer” sculp-
tural object is in fact created through a lengthy 
manual process, which by the amount of  care 
and time could even be said to share something 
with traditional craftsmanship. This aspect grew 
on importance in the most recent body of  work, 
which counterpoises the “industrialized” feeling 
of  Pavlíček’s sculptures with one of  the oldest 
and simplest of  artistic expressions – a pencil 
drawing. 

The drawings usually depict slightly unsettling 
scenes with human or humanoid figures, thema-
tizing among others contemporary post-digital 
world, interaction with smart objects or topics 
derived from fashion or net culture, while some-
times dissolving into more abstract, hallucinatory 
landscapes. Their detailed, labor-intensive exe-
cution thus creates an ideal counterpart to the 
hi-tech edge of  Pavlíček’s sculptural objects and 
brings the width of  alienating topics back to the 
artist himself  and his ability to work with and with-
in them.

Noemi Purkrábková

https://www.ofluxo.net/viewpoint-vomiters-
matyas-malac-and-olbram-pavlicek-at-city-surfer-
office-prague/
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Diploma work presentation 
at Hairdressers salon Tomáš Veselka

BODY
MENTAL HEALTH SELF-DESIGN SELF-REDESIGN 
ergonomic
(TESTER skin HUMAN PACKAGE)
KORPSEPUNX

This work focuses on the fragility of man, but also on the 
means that shape man.
Aesthetics and functionality --- RELAX

The body is transformed under the weight of social prefer-
ences, or the psyche of an individual by physical injury. 

Stretching the human body to the clamp and subsequent 
averaging in a relaxatIon chair. In this work I follow the con-
nection of aesthetics / functionality of objects with their 
austere material nature and references to social and social 
issues. Theory over the development of the human body, 
mental health and maintaining one’s own integrity under 
the onslaught of various influences.

The installation consists of several objects in which signs 
of ergonomic design, distress and effort for communication 
appear.

http://soloshow.online/korpsepunx.html   
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>>D.Di5tanc3s 
P.P0rtaLZ777<<, 
Signals festival, 
Funkhaus, Ber-
lin w/ Oliver Torr 
2022
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Adaptation to the 
Future, Fotopub 
Project Space, 
Ljubljana, Slove-
nia https://east-
topics.online/
umprum-at-fo-
topub-proj-
ect-space/
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www.olbrampavlicek.com
@w_lfr_m234u
olbrampavlicek@gmail.com


